APRIL 23
Holy Glorious Greatmartyr, Trophy-bearer, and Wonderworker, George

Priest: “Blessed is our God…” (or at Vigil: “Glory to the Holy, Consubstantial…”) 
Choir: “Amen.”
Priest: “Christ is risen… “ (2 ½ times)
Choir: “and upon those in the tombs bestowing life!”
	(And then Psalm 103)

"Lord I Call..."    Tone 2

Lord, I call upon You, hear me!
Hear me, O Lord! 
Lord, I call upon You, hear me! 
Receive the voice of my prayer,
when I call upon You!//
Hear me, O Lord!

Let my prayer arise
in Your sight as incense,
and let the lifting up of my hands 
be an evening sacrifice!//
Hear me, O Lord!

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs][bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]V. (8) Out of the depths I cry to You, O Lord. Lord, hear my voice! 

	Tone 2	(from the Pentecostarion)		(Joseph of Arimathea)

Without leaving the Father’s bosom, O Christ,
You appeared on earth in the flesh
in Your compassion, accepting the Passion and death
to rise again on the third day!
You came through closed doors, as Almighty.
Thomas rejoiced when he felt Your divine side,//
and glorified You as Lord and Creator!

[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]V. (7) Let Your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications!



Nailed upon the Cross, Your side was pierced by a lance.
You tasted gall, O Christ, and endured death,
and You were placed in the tomb as a dead man.
But as God, You destroyed the bonds of hell,
resurrecting those dead from all ages!
Therefore You appeared to Your disciples,//
by Your wounds confirming Your Resurrection!

[bookmark: _heading=h.2et92p0]V. (6) If You, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But there is forgiveness with You. 

Pascha is the present feast!
Pascha is mystical, Pascha is divine!
Pascha is salvation!
Pascha leads us to immortal life!
Pascha dispels all sorrow!
Pascha is the gift of joy to the faithful!
Therefore, Thomas cried aloud: 
“You are my Lord God,//
Who have carried off the spoils of the realms of hell!”

[bookmark: _heading=h.tyjcwt]V. (5) For Your Name’s sake I wait for You, O Lord. My soul has waited for Your word; my soul has hoped on the Lord. 

Tone 4	(from the Menaion, for St. George)      (Automelon – Model Melody)

As one valiant among the martyrs, O Great Martyr George,
today we gather to sing your praise.
You have harvested the wheat of virtue;
you have sown in tears and reaped in joy.
You have finished the race and kept the faith;
you have received from God the crown of victory.
Pray for us to Christ our God
that He may deliver us from corruption and misfortune//
as we celebrate your noble memory in faith!

[bookmark: _heading=h.3dy6vkm]V. (4) From the morning watch until night, from the morning watch, let Israel hope on the Lord! 


You trusted with a steady mind
and like a lion, went eagerly to the battle, O glorious one.
Despising the body as a corruptible thing,
instead you cared for your incorruptible soul.
Like gold purified seven times in the fire,//
you were burned by many torments, O wise Martyr George.

[bookmark: _heading=h.1t3h5sf]V. (3) For with the Lord there is mercy and with Him is plenteous redemption, and He will deliver Israel from all his iniquities.

You suffered with the Savior, O glorious one,
united with His death by death.
And you reign with Him in splendor,
arrayed in a robe dyed in the bright purple of your blood,
adorned with the scepter of your sufferings,
magnificent for eternity in the crown of victory,//
O holy great Martyr George.

[bookmark: _heading=h.4d34og8]V. (2) Praise the Lord, all nations! Praise Him, all peoples!

[bookmark: _Hlk129106415]You were armed with the shield of faith,
the helmet of grace and the spear of the Cross.
You were invincible to your adversaries, O glorious George.
As a champion of God, you conquered the hordes of demons.
Now you join the angelic choir,
and, as the faithful call on you,//
you help, sanctify and save them.

[bookmark: _heading=h.2s8eyo1]V. (1) For His mercy is confirmed on us, and the truth of the Lord endures forever. 

We know you to be a star of great radiance, O victorious George,
shining like the sun in the firmament of heaven.
You are a pearl of great price and a precious stone.
Even in the midst of our tribulations we glorify you.
You are a child of the day, valiant among martyrs,//
a champion of the faithful who celebrate your memory.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;



Tone 6	(from the Menaion, for St. George)

As a tiller of the earth you deserved your name[footnoteRef:1], O warrior George. [1:  “Georgios,” in Greek, means “earth-worker, tiller of the earth, farmer.”] 

By carrying on your shoulders the Cross of Christ,
you have plowed the earth, barren through Satan's snares.
The thorns of idolatry held it fast,
but you planted it with the vine of true faith in Christ.
You have brought healing for the faithful in every land.
You have tended well the garden of the Trinity.
Pray for the well-being of the world//
and the salvation of our souls!

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Tone 4	(from the Pentecostarion)	

O most glorious wonder!
Doubt bore certain faith!
Thomas said: “Unless I see, I shall not believe!”
By touching His side, he blessed the incarnate Son of God, Who had suffered in the flesh,
and he proclaimed the resurrected God,//
crying out with joy: “My Lord and my God, glory to You!”

				Old Testament Readings (St. George)
					Isaiah 43:9-14
					Wisdom of Solomon 3:1-9
					Wisdom of Solomon 4:7-15


Litya 
(If the rector desires the Litya, following the sticheron to the Patron Saint of the Temple, these stichera are sung)

[bookmark: _Hlk129103397]Tone 1	Idiomela	(from the Menaion, for St. George)

[bookmark: _Hlk129106577]The illustrious and most excellent George,
by his glorious contest gladdens the hosts on high;
and now, rejoicing with them,
he has inspired a festival for the faithful on earth.
As Christ’s servant he is present with us
who are gathered together on his account.
Therefore, let us worthily honor him,
who intercedes unceasingly with the God of all,//
that we may be granted great mercy!

[bookmark: _Hlk129106583]Cultivating the better things by the greatness of your struggles, 
O all-blessed Martyr George,
you offered to Christ your sufferings as the fruits of your labors.
Having resisted desire by faith and having cast away fear by hope,
through love you obtained the things of heaven, O all-praiseworthy saint.
Therefore, since you have boldness before God,//
pray that our souls be granted peace, forgiveness of sins, and great mercy!

Tone 4		

[bookmark: _Hlk129106591]Come, O assemblies of the faithful, let us prepare a feast,
for the brilliant day commemorating the passion-bearer George has arrived.
Invisibly it enlightens our hearts, making them bright with virtues.
Therefore, singing with one accord, let us say:
“Rejoice, O soldier of Christ, the great King!
Rejoice, O brightest exultation of faith!
Rejoice, most radiant and glorious saint!
Entreat the Master, Christ our God, 
that He may save our souls, O most blessed martyr,//
and that we may be preserved from the temptations of the Evil One!”

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;


Tone 5	(from the Menaion, for St. George, by Theophanes)

Let us rejoice, for spring has come!  
Christ’s Resurrection has shined with brilliance;
Come, let us be joyful!
The memorial of the Passion-bearer shines, enlightening the faithful.
Come, therefore, all who love the feasts of the Church,
let us mystically celebrate it!
For he, as a good soldier, has contended bravely against the tyrants,
and as a courageous warrior he put them to shame.
As an imitator of the suffering of Christ the Savior, he did not spare his vessel of clay,
but stripped it bare, altering it through sufferings.
Let us cry aloud to him://
“O Victory-bearer, pray that our souls may be saved!”

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Tone 8	(from the Pentecostarion, by Anatolius)

The Disciples were assembled, and the doors were closed.
Jesus appeared in the midst and said to Thomas:
“Come, see and feel the marks of the nails,
stretch out your hand and touch My wounds!//
Do not disbelieve, but in faith proclaim My Resurrection from the dead!”



Aposticha

Tone 4	(from the Menaion, for St. George)	(Called from on high)

All peoples praise your memory in hymns and songs, O George,
adorning it with grace and glory, resplendent in light.
The hosts of angels, the Apostles and martyrs
applaud your struggles, O Great Martyr,
praising Christ our God, the Savior Who glorified you.//
Pray that He will enlighten and save our souls!

V. The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree, and grow like a cedar in 
Lebanon. (Ps. 91:11)  

You bore the shield of Christ
and were consumed by fire for His sake.
You despised the corruption of idolatry,
crying out to your tormentors:
“I am enlisted in the army of Christ my King!
Neither beast nor wheel, neither fire nor sword,
can separate me from the love of Christ!”//
Pray that He will enlighten and save our souls!

V. As for the saints in His land, they are the noble, in whom is all my 
delight. (Ps. 15:3)

You wear a crown of victory, O George,
for you have mocked the fury of your torturers.
You finished your ordeal in true faith.
Therefore we honor your memory 
with garlands of psalms and wreaths of songs,
and we salute your venerable relics, embracing them with faith.
As you stand before the throne of Christ in your robe of light,//
pray that He will enlighten and save our souls!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;



Tone 4 	(from the Menaion, for St. George, by the Studite)

Come, brethren, let us praise in spiritual songs
the ever-memorable Martyr George!
His endurance was harder than diamond;
he fervently declared himself for Christ!
He faced dangers and bore with hardships,
hardening his perishable body to suffer torment!
His love overcame earthly nature,
enabling the lover to reach his Beloved through death://
Christ our God, the Savior of our souls!

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Tone 4	(from the Pentecostarion)	

O most glorious wonder!
Thomas placed his hand on the fiery side of Jesus Christ our God!
He was not scorched by this, 
but his doubt changed to certain faith, and he cried fervently:
“You are my Master and my God.//
Glory to You, Who are risen from the dead!”



(at Great Vespers)

Tone 4 	Troparion	(St. George)

As a martyr of Christ, you were bound for good deeds, O George,
by faith you conquered the torturer’s godlessness.
You were offered as a sacrifice pleasing to God;
thus receiving the crown of victory.//
Through your intercessions, forgiveness of sins is granted to all.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Tone 7	Troparion	(Pentecostarion)

From the sealed tomb, You shone forth, O Life!
Through closed doors You came to Your Disciples, O Christ God.
Renew in us, through them, an upright spirit,//
by the greatness of Your mercy, O Resurrection of all!

(at Vigil)

Tone 4 	Troparion	(St. George)

As a martyr of Christ, you were bound for good deeds, O George,
by faith you conquered the torturer’s godlessness.
You were offered as a sacrifice pleasing to God;
thus receiving the crown of victory.//
Through your intercessions, forgiveness of sins is granted to all.	(twice)

Tone 4    	Troparion to the Theotokos

From the sealed tomb, You shone forth, O Life!
Through closed doors You came to Your Disciples, O Christ God.
Renew in us, through them, an upright spirit,//
by the greatness of Your mercy, O Resurrection of all!	(once)



(at the Divine Liturgy)

Priest: “Blessed is the Kingdom…” 
Choir: “Amen.”
Priest: “Christ is risen… “ (2 ½ times)
Choir: “and upon those in the tombs bestowing life!”
(The Divine Liturgy is begun in this manner until the Leavetaking of Pascha.)

Tone 7	Troparion	(Pentecostarion)

From the sealed tomb, You shone forth, O Life!
Through closed doors You came to Your Disciples, O Christ God.
Renew in us, through them, an upright spirit,//
by the greatness of Your mercy, O Resurrection of all!

Tone 4 	Troparion	(St. George)

As a martyr of Christ, you were bound for good deeds, O George,
by faith you conquered the torturer’s godlessness.
You were offered as a sacrifice pleasing to God;
thus receiving the crown of victory.//
Through your intercessions, forgiveness of sins is granted to all.

Tone 4	Kontakion	(St. George)

God raised you as His own gardener, O George,
for you gathered for yourself the sheaves of virtue.
Having sown in tears, you now reap with joy;
you shed your blood in combat and won Christ as your crown.//
Through your intercessions, forgiveness of sins is granted to all.

Tone 8	Kontakion	(Pentecostarion)

Thomas touched Your life-giving side with an eager hand, O Christ God,
when You came to Your Apostles through closed doors.//
He cried out with all: “You are my Lord and my God!”



Tone 3	Prokeimenon	(from the Pentecostarion)

Great is our Lord, and abundant in power, / His understanding is beyond measure. (Ps. 146:5)

V. Praise the Lord! For it is good to sing praises to our God! (Ps. 146:1)

[bookmark: _Hlk129104105]Tone 7	Prokeimenon	(St. George)

The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord / and shall hope in Him. (Ps. 63:11a)

Epistle
				(12) Acts 4:23-31
[bookmark: _Hlk129104142]				(29) Acts 12:1-11 (St. George)

Tone 8	
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

V. Come, let us rejoice in the Lord! Let us make a joyful noise to God our 
Savior! (Ps. 94:1)

V. For the Lord is a great God, and a great King over all the earth. (Ps. 94:3)
	Tone 4
[bookmark: _Hlk129104259]V. The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree, and grow like a cedar in 
Lebanon. (Ps. 91:11)  

				Gospel
				(16) John 5:24-30
				(52) John 15:17-16:2 (St. George)



(Instead of “It is truly meet…,” we sing:)

The Angel cried to the Lady, full of grace:
“Rejoice, O pure Virgin! Again, I say: Rejoice,
your Son is risen from His three days in the tomb!
With Himself He has raised all the dead.”
Rejoice, O ye people!

Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem!
The glory of the Lord has shone on you.
Exult now, and be glad, O Zion!
Be radiant, O pure Theotokos,
in the Resurrection of your Son!

Communion Hymn

[bookmark: _Hlk129104328]Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem! Praise your God, O Zion! (Ps. 147:1)
The righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance! He shall not fear evil 
tidings! (Ps. 111:6)
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Priest: “In the fear of God…”
Choir: “Blessed is He that comes in the Name of the Lord… “
Priest: “O God, save Your people… “
Choir: “Christ is risen from the dead… “ (sung once, instead of “We have seen the True Light…)
Priest: “Always, now and ever…”
Choir: “Let our mouths be filled…”

At the Dismissal, the Priest says: “Glory to You, O Christ…” and the choir sings “Christ is risen from the dead…” (thrice).

And unto us He has given eternal life.
Let us worship His Resurrection on the third day!
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