JANUARY 10
Afterfeast of the Theophany
St. Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa
St. Dometian, Bishop of Melitene

"Lord I Call..."    Tone 5

Lord, I call upon You, hear me! 
Hear me, O Lord!  
Lord, I call upon You, hear me! 
Receive the voice of my prayer,
when I call upon You!//
Hear me, O Lord! 

Let my prayer arise
in Your sight as incense,
and let the lifting up of my hands 
be an evening sacrifice!//
Hear me, O Lord!

[bookmark: _Hlk50059100]V. (6) If You, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But there is forgiveness with You. 

Tone 5	(for St. Gregory)	(O venerable father)

O righteous father, holy Gregory:
flute played by the breath of the Comforter, 
filled with the clear melody of godliness, 
candlestick enlightening many with divine light, 
herald of truth, foundation of theology, 
fountain of heavenly doctrine, 
torrent of teaching sweet as honey,
lyre, playing songs written by God,
gladdening the hearts of the faithful! 
Wise one, pray without ceasing to Christ,
Who was baptized in the streams of Jordan for the renewal of the world,//
that He may save our souls! 

[bookmark: _Hlk50059108]V. (5) For Your Name’s sake I wait for You, O Lord. My soul has waited for Your word; my soul has hoped on the Lord. 
O righteous Father, all-praised Gregory, 
battle axe hewing down the assaults of heresy,
two-edged sword of the Comforter, 
dagger piercing the heart of false doctrine, 
fire consuming the brushwood of error, 
winnowing fan able to separate the chaff of vanities from the kernel of doctrine,
ruler measuring the way to salvation with precision,
pray without ceasing to Christ,
Who was baptized in the streams of Jordan for the renewal of the world,//
that He may save our souls!

[bookmark: _Hlk49722440]V. (4) From the morning watch until night, from the morning watch, let Israel hope on the Lord! 

O righteous Father, all-blessed Gregory,
mouth that pours out blessed words,
drawing them from the inexhaustible and divine wells of salvation,
expounding all words of prayer;
rule that directs to virtue;
you became radiant by contemplation of things divine,
illumined by the brightness of the uncreated Trinity,
Whose invincible champion you became.
O venerable Father, pray without ceasing to Christ,
Who refashioned the world in the streams of the Jordan,//
that He may save our souls! 

[bookmark: _Hlk49722450]V. (3) For with the Lord there is mercy and with Him is plenteous redemption, and He will deliver Israel from all his iniquities.

Tone 1	(for St. Dometian)	(O all-praised martyrs)

He who once threatened to destroy the whole earth,
and boasted that he would blot out all the sea,
is shown today to be mocked by the faithful as a sparrow,
and more the butt of scorn than the little gnat,
whose shape was stripped away like that of a scarecrow,//
and is trampled underfoot by the servant of Christ.

[bookmark: _Hlk49722455]V. (2) Praise the Lord, all nations! Praise Him, all peoples!

Today, O faithful,
Dometian calls us to a holy feast most pleasing to God.
Let us gather joyfully, and with cheerful spirit
let us celebrate his wonderful achievements,//
entreating the Savior of our souls that He grant peace to the world!

[bookmark: _Hlk49722459]V. (1) For His mercy is confirmed on us, and the truth of the Lord endures forever. 

You faithfully increased two-fold the talent that Christ gave to you,
His true minister, O all-revered one.
Therefore, now you hear Him say:
“Well done, good and faithful servant;
let it be to you as a servant truly good;
enter into the joy of your Lord and God,//
and receive the prizes for your labors and pains!”

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;

Tone 4	(for St. Gregory)

O Gregory of Nyssa,
you were adorned with wise words and valiant deeds.
You gladdened the faithful with your God-proclaiming voice;
and enlightened us with knowledge
explaining the unity of the Trinity. 
You defeated alien teachings with true doctrine; 
establishing the faith with strength.
And now you stand before Christ with His bodiless servants://
pray that He may grant peace and great mercy to our souls! 

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

	Tone 4	(for the Feast, by Cosmas the Monk)

Touching Your spotless head, the hand of the Baptist trembled.
Not daring to minister to You, the River Jordan turned back.
Since it stood in awe of Joshua, the son of Nun,
How could it not fear You, his Maker?
But You, our Savior, fulfilled Your plan to save the world by Your Epiphany,//
 O God Who love mankind.


Aposticha

Tone 2	(for the Feast)	(O House of Ephratha)

Let all creation,
now set free from bondage, 
sing a new song to Christ
Who shone from the Virgin,// 
and was baptized in the Jordan today!

[bookmark: _Hlk49722468]V. The sea looked and fled, Jordan turned back. (Ps. 113:3)

The trumpet of prophets, 
the Forerunner cried out:
“Offer to the Lord 
Who is baptized in the waters//
the fruits of repentance and good works!” 

[bookmark: _Hlk49722473]V. What ailed you, O sea, that you fled? O Jordan, that you turned back? (Ps. 113:5)

The Holy Spirit,
Who shines from the Father, 
wonderfully descended from on high
in the form of a dove//
and was seen to rest upon Christ.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;

Tone 4	(for St. Gregory)

O God-revealing Gregory, 
you passed your life in godliness. 
You made your actions radiant through contemplation;
desiring divine wisdom for your love; 
you were enriched with graces flowing from the Spirit.
Your words drip with sweetness, like honey from the comb; 
and you gladden the Church of God with your divine thoughts.
Now, as you gaze upon the Lord in heaven, // 
never cease to pray for us who honor your memory!

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Tone 4	(for the Feast)

By fire and the Spirit,
You wash away the sin of the world.
When the Baptist saw You coming, he was afraid.
He trembled and cried out, saying:
“I dare not hold Your spotless head.//
Sanctify me with Your Epiphany, O Master Who love mankind!”

(at Vespers)

Tone 4[footnoteRef:1]	Troparion	(Sts. Gregory and Dometian) [1:  This troparion is for both saints. A troparion for St. Gregory alone is given at the end of the document.] 


O God of our Fathers,
always act with kindness towards us;
take not Your mercy from us,
but guide our lives in peace//
through the prayers of the hierarchs Gregory and Dometian!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Tone 1	Troparion	(Feast)

When You, O Lord, were baptized in the Jordan,
the worship of the Trinity was made manifest.
For the voice of the Father bore witness to You,
and called You His beloved Son;
and the Spirit in the form of a dove
confirmed the truthfulness of His word.
O Christ our God, You have revealed Yourself//
and have enlightened the world, glory to You.	



(at the Divine Liturgy)

Tone 1	Troparion	(Feast)

When You, O Lord, were baptized in the Jordan,
the worship of the Trinity was made manifest.
For the voice of the Father bore witness to You,
and called You His beloved Son;
and the Spirit in the form of a dove
confirmed the truthfulness of His word.
O Christ our God, You have revealed Yourself//
and have enlightened the world, glory to You.	

Tone 4	Troparion	(Sts. Gregory and Dometian)

O God of our Fathers,
always act with kindness towards us;
take not Your mercy from us,
but guide our lives in peace//
through the prayers of the hierarchs Gregory and Dometian!

Tone 1	Kontakion	(St. Gregory)

You kept watch with the eyes of your soul, O holy bishop,
revealing yourself as a watchful pastor for the world.
With the staff of your wisdom and your fervent intercession,
you drove away all ^heretics like wolves,//
and preserved your flock free from harm, O most wise Gregory.

	Tone 4	Kontakion	(Feast)

Today You have shone forth to the world, O Lord,
and the light of Your countenance has been marked on us.
Knowing You, we sing Your praises:
“You have come and revealed Yourself,//
O unapproachable Light.”



Tone 4	Prokeimenon	(Feast)

Blessed is He that comes in the Name of the Lord. / God is the Lord and has revealed Himself to us. (Ps. 117:26b, 27b)

[bookmark: _Hlk49722565]V. O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; for His mercy endures forever. (Ps. 117:1)

Tone 7	Prokeimenon	(St. Gregory)

Precious in the sight of the Lord / is the death of His saints. (Ps. 115:6)

Epistle
[bookmark: _Hlk153906368]				(233) Ephesians 6:10-17 (Saturday After)
				(249-ctr) Colossians 1:3-6

Tone 4
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

V. Bring to the Lord, O sons of God, bring to the Lord young rams. (Ps. 28:1a)

V. The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders, the Lord is upon many waters. (Ps. 28:3)
	Tone 2
V. Your priests shall be clothed in righteousness, and Your saints shall rejoice. 
(Ps. 131:9)

				Gospel
[bookmark: _Hlk153906373]				(7) Matthew 4:1-11 (Saturday After)
				(74) Luke 14:1-11

(Instead of “It is truly meet…,” we sing:)

Magnify, O my soul, the most pure Virgin Theotokos, 
more honorable than the heavenly hosts!

No tongue knows how to praise you worthily, O Theotokos; 
even Angels are overcome with awe praising you.
But since you are good, accept our faith;
for you know our love inspired by God!
You are the defender of Christians, and we magnify you.
Communion Hymn

The grace of God has appeared for the salvation of all mankind. (Titus 2:11)
[bookmark: _Hlk74322579]The righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance! He shall not fear evil 
tidings! (Ps. 111:6)
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

(Troparion to St. Gregory alone)

Tone 4	Troparion	(St. Gregory)

In truth you were revealed to your flock as a rule of faith,
an image of humility and a teacher of abstinence;
your humility exalted you;
your poverty enriched you.
O Hierarch Father Gregory,
entreat Christ our God//
that our souls may be saved!
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