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Diocesan Movie

Diocese of New York and New Jersey

St. Louis, Missouri
July 23-27, 2018




Diocesan Movies

Romanian Episcopate

St. Louis, Missouri
July 23-27, 2018




Diocesan Movies

Diocese of the South

St. Louis, Missouri
July 23-27, 2018




Election to Church-
wide Offices

Fr. Daniel Mathewson

St. Louis, Missouri
July 23-27, 2018

Chair of the Tellers Committee




‘Metropolitan Council:

- 2 Clergy positions for 3 (4) year term, 1 Alternate
- 2 Lay positions for 3 (4) year term, 1 Alternate

Election

Procedures -Pension Board:

- 1 Clergy position for 6 (8) year term, 1 Clergy
position for 3 (4) year term and 1 Alternate

- 1 Lay position for 6 (8) year term. 1 Lay position for
3 (4) year term and 1 Alternate




Election
Procedures

- Each voting delegate gets one ballot
- Mark your three choices for each position on the

ballot (i.e. 3 choices for clergy at-large MC
member, 3 choices for lay at-large MC member...)

* Fold ballot in half and hand to teller
- lllegible or incorrectly marked ballots will be

Invalided

- Two persons with highest votes get positions and

third highest is alternate. In case of Pension Board,
top vote gets 6(8) year term, second gets 3(4) term
and third gets alternate.




Nominees to
ChurCh-Wide - Metropolitan Council - Pension Board

Offices




Election to Church-
wide Offices

Mark and hand in your ballot to the Tellers

St. Louis, Missouri
July 23-27, 2018




Forum Feedback

Selected Forum Participants

St. Louis, Missouri
July 23-27, 2018




Forums

Forum 1: Spiritual Life

Forum 2: Care of Clergy

Forum 3: Stewardship

Forum 4: External Affairs

Forum 5: Mission and Evangelism
Forum 6: Care of a Community

St. Louis, Missouri
July 23-27, 2018




Office of External Affairs
and Interchurch
Relations Report

St. Louis, Missouri
Protopresbyter Leonid Kishkovsky s

Director




Assembly of Canonical
Orthodox Bishops in the
United States Report

St. Louis, Missouri
. . | -27,
Archbishop Michael R

Treasurer of the Assembly of Bishops




Departments Reports

Chairs of the Departments of the Orthodox Church in
America

St. Louis, Missouri
July 23-27, 2018




Department of
Christian Education

Valerie Zahirsky
Chair
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Department of Christian Education

Orthodox Church in America
His Eminence, Archbishop Benjamin -£piscopal Liaison

Chairperson / OCEC Representative
. at alerie ahirsky

__embers

eonica ilas

.at . yra . ovabk

. ania roch

.ewelam tefamr

. at lexandia afcluk

. at histine ebiun

1Ioject . amger .ewelam tefamr
eb .eveloper — .omn usey




MISSION STATEMENT

The mission and focus of the Department
of Christian Education is the support of
church school teachers, clergy, families
and others engaged in faith formation for
every age level. Serving with the blessing
and guidance of The Holy Synod of
Bishops of The Orthodox Church in
America, this department provides a
variety of services including:

&



‘Web-based study units consisting of age-appropriate
lesson plans and activities.

‘Workshops and retreats for church school teachers
and staff as well as other parish members.

‘Training in the use of the curriculum and resources.
*Review and recommendation of educational resources.

‘Production of resources for parish use.




Train up a child in the way he slmuki;,n..md\\lx n heis old, he will not depart from it. - Provers 22:6

o

Activity Books _[salSanvra

Supplemental Ortﬁodox Educational 5&' o "'
Activites for Children & Parents

== Bulletin Inserts

i NI | SHCTLY

Weekly Topics Include Scripeure Commentaries,
Bme | Lives of Samts, Movie Reviews & Much More

FOCUS Units Mini Units
Jaumay o Pascha » 2006 OCAY Thame
My Orthodax Family » 2006 OCAY Thame
The Natwvity Saason v 2007 OCAY Thame
The Thaotosos » Crarty Aooaal
View AV FOCUS Unts v View AD 1L Unes

M

THE
ORTHODOX
FAITH

Completed study materials for
Fr. Hopko'’s
“The Orthodox Faith”
series now available

Lasem Nurs

Teacher Resources

Lurgical Tasts
Apnes
Aces

View AV Teacher Resources



Biblical Themes of Salvation-History
& Bacla Cutling for Teasharc and Parsntc

Creation Faill Promise  Preparation  Incamation Redemption  Church Kingdam
LWFE Duoath Cowvenant | LowProphots | Son of God | Deathfosum MNeow Life Sahation
vl & romates Sin s Alwabam Woses saves Mary darys Sz Jummus setems | God gives life
e Wierid Temptation owryw e God s paopl “yus® o God Baptied e i Farther wimm el
Hu mabuy Adem/Eva Fahar of @ The Exodes God sends Ha Eringa Hu sesds the Ha wili
manfe eman by Chod grmal nalon feaan Egrypl His Son Jusus Saed's Word Hely Spirit e EgaEn
Mt b el HSaparated laes, Jacok, Gl g vz Jesus W B=rn Ha lovas Tha Chwsreh Ha cofmes
(== fram God 12 wibeseinreel | labiets of Law an Man and heais I bam b juskge
Gvan care o | Expubed from | The Cowesanl | DuddBokomes | dosin oo Hu gives His | Baplhies ghees Hi brisgs @
Doads world P il b with God T wermhics Ro S Iibe Tor us waw ik HPA Craaon
Commmu neon ki langar Paricd of the Pericd of the He comsa i e v om | The Evcharis? | & sew heiven
with ol e with Gesdl Patriarchs Peopheis Bring new bfa (L [ T & new aarth
Certs devvloped by D, Comiebiner Terser 185 reesnd 2007, AL nghds sl
Cargmiticn in Children and Suggestions for
Developing Biblical Knowledge and Skills
Level 1 (47 yra] Level 2 {8-12 yra.) Level 3 (13 & above)
Inbuftive thinking: Pre-iogical, oiiing loqgical thinking, but limited | Logical absTact thinking develops,

Imaginaitve, “*magical™ siage
Understanding ks determined by
perceptons (how the child “sses
It=), which 15 nat always the realily

Persons, S0nes and events are
Isolated andior unrelaied

May Tocus only on one element,

aftan peripheral, kgnonng others.
Can aaslly miss the maln point

30d Is pencaived as anmropomaonr-

0 concrede realfiies, understandngs

Can distinguish the real fom the
Imaginary; can order things In
SaqUente or group Into classes
Can el a siory from Deginning o
end, and relate charachars to events

Can Investigate or 100k up simple

Information and relate pleces of
Informiation 0 one anoher.

{10-12 yrs.) Can find and use {with

uses compartsons, metaphors

Can reason absiacty, “In his
head,” work with propasiions and
hypotheses. and test his loglc

Has 3 sense of tme and soace, and
EMENJING consCiousness of histary.
Can develon Time-Ines, reaTte or
Transiate” events Into
CONEMparary tems je.q., TV news
repans)

Can compars a biblical text with a

phic, *humanized” & ofien under- | quidance) pichures and maps of Furglcal hymn or versa of the same

si00d 35 3 parentak-figure olblical places and events. gvent, drawing
paralisisiconciusions

Teachers or panents should fei Show students: hiow tofind a bibilical Help students o wse a Gospel

(reak read) 3 goo<d sory, Wwsing
conwersation and dialoque. Select
short fexts/phrases for emphasis
or ask questions to ellcit
responsss from childnen.

reference, Going siep by sED with
them. Halp them distinguish betaaen
OidMew Testament persons and
eyents (e.q., what'who comes before
or after the life of Jesus on earth).

Paraleks i 2xaming common texis
within the Gospels, and bo use a
Caoncordance, Blbie Dictionaras
and commentanes. Help them com-
pane bible texts and transiations.

Focus on naming, and ldentitying
[persons, places and Mings. Use
Icons 0 [dendly and retell stones.

Rolke-play (act out) behavior of
characiers. Make & use puppsts.

Leam prokeimena, alieiula or
comimunion verses related (o bibdical
feasis. Leam o sing the refrains.

Make murals In pansks 1o show the
sagquence and relation of evenis.

Encourage studernts 10 use psalms
Tor personal prayer and meditation;
gievelnp a pattem of Bible reading.

Show how 1o locale and preparns
‘texis Tor reading In churc.




b

Family Tree

Levels: Preschool, Primary and above.
Materials Needad:
Large (12 x 187) sheets of green construction paper (alow 1-2 shests
peer shudent. Pre-cut into a wide bushy shapes (using whole sheet). —
Photocopies in color or black & white of pictures from each family:
parents or guardian, children, grandparents, cousins/aunts,
uncles that they see often, etc. (Suggest about 4-0 photos
per child. Bring te class in envelope with child's name on top.)
Plastic round tops from smaller contamners, plastic glasses, or any fem
that can be wsed o frace cincles (1 %4 -27 in diameter, graduated sizes).
Pencils, blunt scissors, paste, glee or glue sticks.
Sheet of small 1-1 %" wide white stickers Mary T. =owin

Procedure; (Mofe: It would be good to have 1-2 teen or parent helpers for this project)

1.

z

8

Parf I: Clusters of branches. (You will nesd a large wall for the completed project.)

Sedect the best pictures of youwr familly and see what fits best on your green bushy paper.

Select a glass or round tops to place on the pictures so that a circle can be made anound the
person of persons pictures. Draw circles and cut away the background that is not needed. Older
shudents coubd cut out red apples instead of circles and paste pictures on the apples.

Place the piciures where you want them on the paper (you can alse wse a ight pencil to make the
circles so you will know where o pasie the pictunes.,

(Glue or paste the piclures on your "tush.” Have children (or parents ) identify family members on
pectures, and hawe an adult print the names or relationship on the stickers below their pictures.
Tape the green “bushes” on the wall (or wse double-stick
tape or veloro and stick on a large sheet. Place them at
the top (allowing space at the bottom haif for a trunk
and roots that will b= added in session 4).
Zhape the top area to look like the banches
of leaves on a tree to see all the dusters of
farnlies that the students represent.

Parf 2: Tree Trunk

Cut out photos from parish albums or take
pectures of parsh organizations: women's
and men's clubs, church school, teen
group, choir, priest and senvers,

parish councd, etc. Complete the tree by
adding trunk and roots, with pictures of the
“Parish Family_" Use strips of brown or black crepe
paiper coming down from the branches. You can also
extend "beneath” the ground the “roots” with some of

the parish leaders from previous generations.

Lewel 1-2—Make an expanded family tree, adding brsf stories
or anecdotes about grandparents, godparents, other

farrily members (e.g., nicknames, happenings, funny

or important mements or events, “remember when”

shomes).

(Cf. Family Memories Album— "Remember When._."}




Good Disobedience and Bad Cmﬂ;ﬁﬁmnuﬁwuglm%
Disobedience

This iy Bulletin issart L S ETRrp— o it B b oof e Orthedion Chairch In
Amedica. This and sany olhes Chriaties E are dimbla | ERGG.

O March 30 we read Mark 1: 35-44. The pazesags shows that whils He was
aaing great miraclas on earth, Jesus Christ sl remained obadient fo His Fathar.

The passage begins In the very earty moming. During the previous evening, Jesus
nhas healed a great numiber of people and cast out demans, Tortiddlng Mem evan o
speak. Mow, wel before Me sun ks up, He goes out alons o pray. Jesus never
depends on His oan power o heal and subdue demors. He consantly prays and
submits Himsel o His Fathers will.

Ancther passage read on this day encourages LS o pray often, and ko help 2ach
ather be Tamiul and obedient o God, a5 Jésus 15 to His Father: Bt exhor one
another every day, 35 long a5 It Is called today,' that none of you may be hardenad by
e gecalfuNess of Sin. For we Shars In Chist, Ifonly we hold our S5t confdenca
#rm to the end...” {Hebrews 3: 13-14). Wi need to pray constntly and renew our falth
and Dur ComMmitmEnt 3 It

JasU=s, In the passage from Mark, |s given litfe ime for His private prayers. Very
00N, Simon Peter and the others “pursue” Him, and find HIM. Again He s obedient,
leaving His remote place to go among the peogle and preach io iem, as He came io
do.

Wi 500N 582 A r2as0n why Jesus needs to renew His strength In prayer—becauss
even thase who recelve great bisssings from HIm do not always listen to Him. A leper
Begs Him for healing, and J2sus grants It But when Jesus "stemly charges” him nod
10 3y anything 10 anyone except Me priests, the man prompdly goss out 1o "spraad
e News." A5 3 nesUit of this disobadience, JEsUs 830 “no H]I'WEHTEI' 3 own.” Yet
His own ooedienca o His Fathier never wavers; He has come 0 Fll'Eiﬂ'I and 1o save,
and He will cortinue o 60 50,

On Marzh 28 wa remember Saint Hilarion the Mew, who ghvet us an examgle of good
disabamience. He Iived paacshily In the eary Sth cenfiry as leader of the Dalmats
maonasiary untl the Impenal govemmeant was taken owvar by lconodasis—ihose who
fiercaly opposed the veneration of lcons, party becauss they misinterpreted the Oid Testaments prohibison of graven
Images. Hllarion ravered lcons, and feanessly accusad the emperor of harssy. He was quickly Imprisoned.

Hilarion's monks successhaly begged for Nis release, promising 1o ahere 1o tartakion - Tone 4

the: [aw agalnst honoereg leons. Eut oncs back In thelr monastary, they R tiszs i,

resumed venaration of fhe holy Images. The emperr so0n discovered el '“"".""""“"'“"""""‘"‘"'*’-
Hilarian's discbesdience, Naving assignad men 0 watch him cosely. Cnes vl ol i
again Hianon was Imprisoned, and tortured. Fnjuion, utswireerinsg fube of Bie rigineous *

Freed by the next emperor, Hilaron lived quistty at the monasieny untll ks death In B45. His Ife shows that tere Is
such a thing as good disobedlence, because someatimes It Is achially obadience in God's will, ke the obadlence of His
Son—ihe Son wha came In M Niash and thus allowed us to depict Him In leons.




The Sad Duties of a Prophet CM&N&%EMDEHWG%HHEH

Thim waakly bulletin laart b the curskul ol b o Ly e iof Chrlatian Edec ation of te Orthater Church In

Bimeiica. This and Sany olhes Chriatias E ] dlutda il | SRR

Mip 25 W " On November 12in the Church honars tha prophst Anijan,

The division of the Kingdom - ~© who lived In tha Hims of Solomon and the kings who followsd
: 4l e him.

[ Biaphom i
L e

L7

Scioman, of course, 15 one of most Important Kings of the Old

Testamant. He pleasad God by asking for wisdom rather than

mENE Wiy gits, and was given that gt as well a5 others. He
was 3 post, writar, and an architect skiled enowgh 10 overses

constuction of the Temgie In Jersalem. An abie diplomat, he

secured peace with nelghiborng nations, and then was aoie to

Increase lsrael's fade and waalth,

MRS But Chapber 11 of 1st Kings/3rd Kingdom records God's
mEpieasUrs Wih SHOMOT'S SQUIrdenng of his gmns. We read in
11:1 that he book as lovers “Moablie, Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian
and Hiitita women™ even though God had ol the Israeliiss, You
shaall ot enter Mo MaTtage with them...for they wil surely incing
your heart io Tollow thelr gods.” *

Aijah |5 the prophet to whom God gives the task of =ling
JEMmboam that God has chosen Nim o succesd Soiomon. Ahljan,
waaring a new gament, mests Jenoboam on the mad. As 3 sign of
winat the future wil bring, the prophet bears his gamment Info bwehve
piecas, and tells Jaroboam Mat God Intands o ~fEar e Kingom
from thie REng of SOlomon™ and give Jarb0am ten Fibas.,

'l e

-“"t‘ﬁ“hg.\?‘i- 4 Unoouotedly Ahjah has great hopes Tor Jerboam's nule. Afer all,
SR i [ _ od has chosen him and saved him m Soiomon’s MUrtenius
B (s e TR grath, and has allowed him to be named Tking over all Ismal” (12:

But Jeraboam fears that his subjects might want to retumn fo Jerusaiem, wileh ks not under his control, bo worship In Sie
Temple. S0 he Nas two golden calves Made, and tells his pEoDie, ~You Nave qone up 10 JEnsaem long enough. HEre
are your gods, O Israel, which Drought You UD out of Me 1and of Egypt™ {12; 280). He offers Sacntces on e alErs of
the calves he's mads.

Mot ol e AJNGTs hopes dashed, but Nis Next ENcourter with KIng JErnboam, oF rEther the king's wis, s
heartoreaking. JSrnboan's 50n |5 taken i, and the king bells his wite 10 go o Ahijah to a5k what will happen o the child,
Knoring how he has disappoinied the prophet, Jercboam tells her io mest Ahljah In disguise 5o he won't inow her. But
God TeVeals NEr cOming 40 ANljah, and Instructs him 1o i1l her that evil will COMe UPON JEMbaanT's house becauss ha
has misUsed Me gifts God gave him. Sha retums home with this teminie news, and a5 she feaches her reshold, Me
boy dies.

Paul writes In | Thessalonians, read on this day, *_we had courage In our God to deciars b you e Gospal of God In
sphe of great opposition” {2 1b],

Anljah nesgad that same cOurages to Seiver Nis UTweICcome ME55a08 10 3 MEaDp0inting king. Jerobaam usad his fres
will to fum decisively from God, and Ahllah had 1o be the one o t2il him what the consequences of his embie foly
would be.
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1 St Alexis was
born in the
Austro-Hungarian
Empire in 1854.
His father was

a Greek Catholic,
or “Uniate,”
priest, while his
uncle was a

bishop.

5 In 1889, he
arrived in the US
toserve as
pastor of St.
Mary's Greek
Catholic Church,
Minneapolis, MN.

7 St Alexis
zealously fulfilled
his priestly
ministry, includ-
ing comforting
the sick and
infirm.

9 St Alexis
wrote and
published many
educational
resources for the
enlightenment of
his flock.

11 St. Alexis
offered much
assistance to St.
Tikhon, Bishop
of North
America, and
helped establish
St. Tikhon's
Monastery and
Orphanage.

Saint Alexis Toth

Confessor and Defender of Orthodoxy in America

2 St Alexis studied hard to
prepare for priestly ministry.

12 Through St. Alexis' tireless
missionary travels and
preaching, many were
converted to the Orthodox
Christian Faith.

3 He was ordained to the Greek
Catholic priesthood in 1878.

4 In addition to
his priestly
ministry, St.
Alexis taught
Church history
and canon law
atthe Greek
Catholic
seminary in
Presov.

6 In 1891, he
and the faithful of
St. Mary's were
received into the
Orthodox Church
by Bishop
Viadimir of the
Aleutians.

8 Although he

was materially

poor, St. Alexis
always helped

the needy.

10 In 1893,

St. Alexis was
reassigned to
Wilkes-Barre,
PA, where he led
many Greek
Catholics back
to Orthodox
Christianity.

14 In 1994,

St. Alexis was
glorified as a
saint of the
Church during the
annual Memorial
Day Pilgrimage to
St. Tikhon's
Monastery.

13 St. Alexis reposed in 1909.
Seven years later, his body was
transferred to St. Tikhon's
Monastery, where it is
enshrined to this day.

Saint Alexis Toth



Saint Alexis Toth ST

Confessor and Defender of Orthodoxy in America

Our holy Father Alexis Toth was born in the Austro-Hungarian Empire in
1854 [1]. His father and brother were priests of the Greek Catholic Church,
while his uncle was a bishop. [Citizens of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, who
traditionally had been of the Orthodox Christian Faith, were compelled to
enter into communion with the Roman Catholic Church after the Union of
Uzhorod in 1646. Known thereafter as “Greek Catholics,” or “Uniates” —

a term that, while originally derogatory in nature, enjoyed wide popular
acceptance — they were permitted to retain certain practices, customs and
liturgical practices common to and rooted in Orthodox Christianity.]

Alexis was always close to the Church, and began studies for the priesthood.
An excellent student; he was fluent in Latin, German, Magyar and Russian,
and acquired a reading knowledge of Greek [2]. In 1878, he married the former
Rosalie Mihalich, whose father also was a priest. Later the same year, he
was ordained to the priesthood [3] and assigned associate pastor of a Greek
Catholic parish. Tragedy soon followed as both his wife and their only child
died. Father Alexis was filled with grief, but continued to serve God with love
and prayerful dedication. The next year brought new responsibilities as
Father Alexis began teaching Church History and Canon Law at the seminary
in Presov [4]. He also served as secretary to the Bishop of Presov and Administrator of the Diocese.

Greater changes were to come. In October 1889, Father Alexis was sent to Minneapolis, Minnesota, where he
had been assigned pastor of Saint Mary's Greek Catholic parish [5]. Soon after his arrival, he called on the
Roman Catholic Archbishop of Saint Paul and Minneapolis, John Ireland, who refused to recognize him as a
Catholic priest or allow him to serve in his diocese. [Archbishop Ireland, perhaps not well versed in Greek Rite
Catholicism, questioned how Father Alexis could have been a Catholic priest since he had been married.]
After further difficulties, Father Alexis appealed to the Russian Orthodox Church, the North American head of
which lived in San Francisco. On March 25, 1891, he and 361 parishioners of Saint Mary's Church were
received into the Orthodox Church of their ancestors by Bishop Vladimir of the Aleutian Islands and Alaska [6].

Father Alexis was very devoted to his flock, healing and comforting the sick [7] and, despite his personal
poverty and that of his flock, giving generously to those in need [8]. Using his broad education and experience,
he wrote and published many ional resources ining the differences between the true faith of Ortho-
dox Christianity and other faiths and offering practical advice on living an Orthodox Christian life [9].

The year 1893 brought another major change in Father Alexis' life as he was transferred to the parish in
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, which would be his home for the rest of his life [10]. He was soon called upon to
help Saint Tikhon — at that time the Ruling Bishop and later Archbishop of the North American Church —in
establishing Saint Tikhon of Zadonsk Monastery and Orphanage in South Canaan, Pennsylvania [11]. Father
Alexis traveled far and wide to proclaim Orthodox Christianity while encouraging Greek Catholics to return to
their ancestral faith [12]. Though humble about his own abilities, he was a true missionary. He has been
credited with inspiring tens of thousands of former Greek Catholics to embrace the Orthodox Faith.

Saint Alexis died on May 7, 1909. Seven years after his death, his body was transferred from Wilkes-Barre to a
prominent burial site behind the altar of Saint Tikhon Monastery Church [13]. At that time, it was discovered
that his remains were incorrupt.

On May 29-30, 1994, the Rite of Glorification of Saint Alexis was celebrated during the annual Memorial Day
Pilgrimage to Saint Tikhon Monastery [14].

O Holy Father Alexis, pray unto God for us! B




SAINTS

WHO WERE PHYSICIANS & HEALERS

THE MOTHERS OF MODERH MEDICEHE

.

FIRST' UHMERCENRY PRISICHANS, HOLY ANISTURS § WOHBCRWORKERS

ST. PHILOHELLA ST. HERMIOHE ST. ZEHADA

Ihn Activity Book for Orthodox Children and Parents

Department of Christian Education » Orthodox Church in America




WORD SUDUKO
St. Seraphim of Sarov — Venerable Wonder-worker

The objective of the game is to fill all the blank squares
with the correct words.

There are three very simple constraints to follow in a 6 by 6 square Sudoku game:
- Every ROW of 6 words must include all 6 words in any order.

- Every COLUMN of 6 words must include all 6 words in any order.

- Every 3 by 2 SUBSECTION of the 6 by 6 square must include all 6 words.

Seraphim

Seraphim

Prokhor Canonization

Novice

Novice




St. Alexander Nevsky’s Travels
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Department of
Christian Services
and Humanitarian Aid

Donna Karabin
Chair




DEPARTMENT OF
{4 CHRISTIAN SERVICE &
‘ HUMANITARIAN AID
i
10 PARISH MINISTRIES and
AMERICA MATTHEW 25 OUTREACH

FOR THE LIFE OF THE WORLD




CSHA MEMBERS

Donna Karabin, Chair
Chaplain (1LT)Timothy Yates
Priest Seth Earl

Arlene Kallaur

Diana Pasca

Susan Schlasta

Nancy Van Dyken

The Most Reverend Melchisedek,
Archbishop of Pittsburgh and WPA
Episcopal Liaison to the Holy Synod



CSHA MANDATE

Promote the involvement of clergy and laity in
caring for the needs of others according to the
Gospel teachings and Tradition of the Church.

o Iin Seepng out
L for bomeless -kids!



CSHA is a clearinghouse of resources
provided by and for people of all ages.

PARISH
MINISTRIES

/ RESOURCES \
LIVING WILL

COMPASSION
IN ACTION
CSHA
FACEBOOK WEBSITE




CSHA also promotes programs and support for
Orthodox agencies, U.S. and worldwide humanitarian organizations.

IO C C Helping others help themselves

INTERNATIONAL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHARITIES

F@_US

NORTH + AMERICA

OHETHODROX CHRISTIAN PRISON MINISTRY
AN AGENCY OF THE ASSEMBLY OF BISHOPS




PARISH MINISTRY RESOURCES

The PMR is a collection of articles describing ways
clergy and laity are successfully serving others in
their parishes and in local and global outreach. New
articles continue to be added to the online library.

7 S
( )




There are nearly 300 PMR articles categorized
under eight ministry themes:

< Theology of Lay Ministries
< Stewardship Education

< Parish Development

<+ Community Service

<+ Witness and Mission

< Family Life

< Youth and College Ministries
< Seniors

See them all at:
www.oca.org/parish-ministry



PMR 2015-2018

Personal Examination for Clergy and Church Workers
by Protopresbyter Thomas Hopko

Beyond Alcoholism: Other Addictions by Albert S. Rossi, PhD

Parish to Parish: Mission and Ministry in the Diocese of the South
by Fr.William Mills

Personhood and an Aging Mind and Body by Peter Kavanaugh
(OCAMPR)

Expanding the Mission in the Jersey Shore Area
by Deacon Alexander Smida

Combating the Storm as a Frontline Responder
by V. Rev. Thomas Moore

Serving the Poor -- Orthodox Christians Coming Together as
Community in Southwest Detroit by Janet Damian

What's It Like? The Covenant House Sleep Out by Fr. John Shimchick


http://oca.org/parish-ministry/parishdevelopment/personal-examination-for-clergy-and-church-workers
http://oca.org/parish-ministry/parishdevelopment/it-still-outranks-them-all-part-v
http://oca.org/parish-ministry/commservice/parish-to-parish-mission-and-ministry-in-the-diocese-of-the-south
http://oca.org/parish-ministry/senior/personhood-and-an-aging-mind-and-body
https://oca.org/parish-ministry/commservice/expanding-the-mission-in-the-jersey-shore-area
https://oca.org/parish-ministry/commservice/combating-the-storm-as-a-frontline-responder
https://oca.org/parish-ministry/commservice/serving-the-poor-orthodox-christians-coming-together-as-community-in-southw
https://oca.org/parish-ministry/yya/whats-it-like

+We welcome your feedback on articles.

«*Are there programs in your home parishes that
could be highlighted in the PMR?

«*Contact us at csha@oca.org



ORTHODOX LIVING WILL

“A GIFT FOR MY LOVED ONES”
“ANOTHER GIFT FOR MY LOVED ONES”

For people of all ages and their families




ORTHODOX LIVING WILL

Two legal documents to assist in making faith-informed decisions
on end-of-life care and after-death issues:

<+ Healthcare Power of Attorney
<« Advance Directive for Health Care Decisions
< Advance Directive for Funeral Care

TASK FORCE:

Archpriest Thomas Moore,
Priest Paul Fetsko,

Deacon Mark Barna and
Mr. Nicholas Ressetar

Find on oca.org:
“About the OCA” ~ Documents ~ Tools
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COMPASSION IN ACTION:
PARISH MINISTRY TRAINING

Compassion in Action is a ministry of personal
presence ~ of empathy, compassion and listening
provided by the faithful to someone who is
suffering mentally, emotionally, physically and/or
spiritually.

Faithful are trained and supervised to visit and
provide Orthodox Christian care to hurting
brothers and sisters in the parish, or to neighbors
in the community.



The focus of a CiA Ministry is a visit
— an attentive Orthodox caring
presence for one who is suffering in
some way.

“To clarify, this ministry of
caregiving does not focus on ‘doing
things’ for the sufferer, e.g. cleaning
the house, helping him/her get into
the shower but, rather, focuses upon
the care receiver’s need for an
Orthodox person’s presence as the
center and sole reason for the visit.”

~ Excerpt from Concept Booklet



With the Blessing of the Diocesan Bishop~

Participating parishes have access to the
CiA DEVELOPMENT KIT website including:

< Exercises and activities to begin the process
< Materials to aid in discernment

< A Development Mentor is assignhed as a guide.

< A Skills Trainer follows to prepare clergy and
volunteers to launch and sustain the program.



CiA STATUS REPORT

< Nancy Van Dyken is the new Director;

< Funding for one year was graciously donated by Archpriest
John and Popadija Katherine Vitko;

< Mentors are being recruited to serve in CiA development
and skills training; His Beatitude recommends one in each
OCA diocese;

<+ Compassion in Action article by Dn. Michael Schlaak is
newly published in the PMR;

< Currently working with two parishes w/ goals to expand.

St. Mary Magdalene Church
Fenton, Ml (Bulgarian Diocese)
First Pilot Program




YOU'RE INVITED

Meet with us at the
19th All American Council:

Thursday, July 26
4:30 - 5:45 pm
“Texas Special Room™

Visit us at our new website:

https://seth-earl-
j3wl.squarespace.com/

Find us on

Facebook

“OCA Parish Ministry”




LOOKING TO 2019 ...

"""

29
PARISH
MINISTRIES
CONFERENCE




“LET US RISE UP AND LET US BUILD!”

Reflection on the Four Pillars and Apostolic Work of the Church

Nehemiah was a layman
dedicated to God and to
serving His people. He sets
an example of discernment
and dedication, patience and
perseverance, being guided
by prayer and love.

Orthodox Study Bible, pp 549-51

“And | told them of the hand
of God which is good upon
me ... So | said, ‘Let us rise up
and let us build!” And their
hands were strengthened for
good work.” Nehemiah 2:18




“GO AND DO LIKEWISE”  Luke10:37

FOR THE LIFE OF THE WORLD



Department of
Continuing Education

Fr. lan Pac-Urar
Director




Department of
Evangelization

Fr. John Parker
Chair

St. Louis, Missouri
July 23-27, 2018




[ DEPARTMENT OF
; EVANGELIZATION

“Go home to your friends,

and tell them how much

the Lord has done for you”
-Mark 5:19
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Orthodox Christian Churches in the United States: Number of Adherents by County (2010)
g (only jurisdictions which are part of the Assembly of the Canonical Orthodox Bishops)
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Number of adherents in each county

2 a |:|n:me
T [T
D [ 100- 399 .
[ 400 - 999
B 1000 - 199
B oo - e
-E[KKJnrrnﬂrE

Source of data: 2010 US National Orthodox Census / 2010 Religious Congregation Membership Study 1 900 paﬂshes and 797,500 adherents total. Present in 626 counties
Copyright by Alexei D. Krindatch



















Strategic Goal
External:

Build bridges
TO
Orthodoxy

“Orthodoxy is
for everyone.”




Strategic Goals
Internal:

MISSION

(Plant Churches in
strategic locations)

Transmission

(“Go, Make Disciples, baptizing...”)

Submission

(“..teaching them to obey
all I have commanded...”)




Strategic Goals .
Internal: Remission

re-mis-sion
/ra'miSH(a)n/ 4

the cancellation of a debt, charge, or penalty.

“the plan allows for the partial remission of tuition fees’

synonyms: cancellation, setting aside, suspension, revocation; formal abrogation
“the remission of all fees”

- adiminution of the seriousness or intensity of disease or pain; a temporary recovery.
"ten out of twenty patients remained in remission”
synonyms: respite, abeyance
“the cancer is in remission”

formal

forgiveness of sins.

synonyms: forgiveness, pardoning, absolution, exoneration; formal exculpation
"the remission of sins”




ARE YOU A TRUE CHRISTTAN?
St John Chrysostom On Evangelism

“Nothing is more frigid
than a Christian who is
indifferent to the
salvation of others.”

Quoted in: On Living Simply, p.25, a paraphrase of Homily XX on Acts IX: 10, 12




ARE YOU A TRUE CHRISTTAN?
St John Chrysostom On Evangelism

“So the Christian feels
compelled to speak to
others about the law of
love, and the joy of
obeying this law.’

Quoted in: On Living Simply, p.25, a paraphrase of Homily XX on Acts IX: 10, 12




ARE YOU A TRUE CHRISTTAN?
St John Chrysostom On Evangelism

“There is no need to use fine
words or elegant phrases; even
the most uneducated people can
convey joyful love by the spirit
which accompanies their words.
Even slaves have been known to
convert their masters and
mistresses by the sincerity of
their speech.”

Quoted in: On Living Simply, p.25, a paraphrase of Homily XX on Acts IX: 10, 12




What is one way that God is
working in your very own life?

And what is one way that He is
working in the life of your parish
Or mission?

Homework: share this with one
person.




DEPARTMENT OF

EVANGELIZATION

., ORTHODOX CHURCH IN AMERICA

Good News Journal Alaskan Roots Planting Grants Parish Church Health Espanol Russian Resources

www.goodnews.oca.org
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ANCIENT FAITH

Bringing the Ancient Christian Faith to the Modern Wo




evangelization@oca.org

www.goodnews.oca.org




DEPARTMENT OF
EVANGELIZATION

“Go home to your friends,

and tell them how much

the Lord has done for you”
-Mark 5:19

g % ORTHODOX
CHURCH in
AMERICA

www.goodnews.oca.org



Department of
Liturgical Music and
Translations

Dr. David Drillock
Chair




Department of
Pastoral Life

Hieromonk Nikodhim (Preston)

St. Louis, Missouri
July 23-27, 2018

Administrator




Department of Youth
and Young Adults

Fr. Christopher Rowe
Chair




Fellowship of
Orthodox Christians
In America (FOCA)

Marge Kovach
President




Presentation to the
19t All American Council
of the
Orthodox Church in America

Thursday, July 26, 2018

jf ellowship of
@nhodox

@hristians n

gmerica




Overview

Throughout our history, the FROC/FOCA has served an important
role in assisting in the work of the Church

s We are:
** What we do:

** How we do it:




National Executive Board

Spiritual Advisor - V. Rev. Theodore Boback, Baltimore, Maryland
President - Marge Kovach, Bayonne, New Jersey

Vice President - Allison Steffaro, South River, New Jersey
Secretary - Danielle Ilchuk, Ambridge, Pennsylvania

Treasurer - Michael Bowan, Chicago, Illinois

Immediate Past President - Becky Tesar, Cleveland, Ohio




Charitable Efforts

s United Fund/St. Andrew Appeal
s Gifts of Love
¢ Educational Scholarships

+** Seminarian Support




Gifts of Love

Annual dedicated appeal supporting a specific fund or
organization

Past recipients include:

— ZOE for Life!
— St. Vladimir’s Camp & Retreat Center
— Winnipeg’s Blessed Arseny Institute

— St. Herman Seminary, Alaska




2015
Gifts of Love Project

0\\] A Guide

o "W SSpiricual If  Pragy; FetLowsyer of ORTHO00X ChmisTaNs in AweRca

Var Ovthoday (hristian Service Member,

(2 3 | i e e
Providing Orthodox service , & | st T st

member kits for military R = [ e
chaplains

W and our prayers, and we hope that you

wbrecerve the enclosed gifts as an expresion of our gratitude and

GL's Blessings be wath you and your famalics

On Sekslf of the F.OCR. membership, 1 am,

Sincerefy yours i Chrise,

| Marge Kovach
Natwesl F.O.CA President




2016
Gifts of Love Project

$10,000 for printing English/Yupik
language religious education
coloring books for children in
Western Alaska

g / - e
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ST. NICHOLAS RUSSIAN
ORTHODOX MEMORIAL CHAPEL

2017
Gifts of Love Project

$12,500 presented to the Diocese of
Alaska toward the renovation and
rehabilitation of St. Nicholas Chapel in
Kenai, Alaska

A National Historic Landmark
Kenai, Alaska




2018
Gifts of Love Project

More than $19,000 raised for International Orthodox Christian Charities (I0CC)
to support hurricane relief efforts

dijliyd i piAea/oIoyd dy :abew|




Educational Scholarships

Providing national scholarship opportunities since 1947

** More than 1,000 national scholarships presented

Over $445,000 awarded to date

+» Additional scholarships granted by individual districts




Seminarian Support

*%

*

St. Nicholas Appeal (since 2000)

* Distributing gifts for children of seminarian families

L)

*

“Adopt A Seminarian” (since 2002)

* Financial assistance to seminary students in need throughout the academic year

L)

L)

*

St. Herman Seminary
e $25,000 purchase of a Chevy Blazer in 2004

)

*

St. Tikhon’s Seminary
* $300,000 pledge for Married Student Housing Project completed in 2015

L)
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Sports tournaments are held on
district and national levels



of all ages and abilities



......

Basketball Tourna ﬂﬁt
gEapurc o ansEREERRRREESNERGE Janzzea

Basketball is the FOCA’s largest annual
gathering of youth

Participants travel the distance
to be together for a weekend
of friendly competition,
fellowship, and worship



St. Vladimir’s Camp in Farmdale, Ohio

owned and operated by

The Ohio District of the FOCA



Celebration of Faith Contest

2018 Topic: For The Life Of The World

** Youth invited to create and submit a project in any of the
following areas:

® Literature e Musical Composition e Photography e Visual Arts

** Open to all youth who are communicants in a parish or mission of
a canonical Orthodox Church in North America.




y- Conventions
N \

District and National Conventions
convene annually to discuss the business
matters of the Fellowship

Historic firsts:

2015 - 89t National FOCA Convention
held in conjunction with OCA 18t
AAC in Atlanta, GA

2016 - First Youth Council held in
conjunction with 90t National
FOCA Convention in Chicago, IL



Future Initiatives

\/

** Choir Conference(s)/Workshops

\/

** Leadership Workshop

** Youth Rally




Summary

We are thankful for the continued
support of the Metropolitan
Council, The Holy Synod, and
especially our Spiritual Leader, His
Beatitude Metropolitan Tikhon.

We remain steadfast in our
commitment to promoting
fellowship and the joining together
of Orthodox Christians in service to
others.
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September 3, 2017
09/004

To the Rectors and Pastors of the Orthodox Church in America:
Dear Fathers, Beloved in the Lord,

Since its founding, the Fellowship of Orthodox Christians in America has been engaged in
expanding the mission of Christ’s Church here in North America, and has been a key partner in the
evangelistic work of the Orthodox Church in America. By being one of the first organizations to
make available Orthodox literature in the English Language: by producing and publishing Sunday
School materials, and by training and encouraging a generation of young people in the sacred choral
traditions of our Orthodox Church FOCA has established itself as one of the most important
fellowships of the Orthodox Church in America.

As the fellowship celebrates over ninety years of service to the Orthodox Church we anticipate the
work of FOCA will continue to bear fruit most especially in working with our youth and young
adults, and with continued charitable efforts on behalf of our seminaries and mission parishes. The
Fellowship of Orthodox Christians in America has always served, embraced and welcomed all
members of the Orthodox Church in America. We invite every member of the Orthodox Church in
America to inquire into the good works of the Fellowship of Orthodox Christians in America so that
those works might be multiplied across the entirety of the Orthodox Church in America.

By working together, we can more casily continue on our path to expand the mission of Christ and
His Church here in North America. We hope you will consider offering your time and talents to the
fellowship and become part of the great legacy that is the Fellowship of Orthodox Christians in
America.

In Christ,

B

+ Tikhon
Archbishop of Washington
Metropolitan of All America and Canada
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PRAY
STUDY
TOIL
BE TEMPERATE




Election Results

Fr. Daniel Mathewson

St. Louis, Missouri
July 23-27, 2018

Chair of the Tellers Committee




Resolutions

Fr. James Parnell

St. Louis, Missouri
July 23-27, 2018

Chair of the Resolutions Committee




Resolution
Procedures

- Article lll, Section 14 states, “Resolutions and decisions

made in plenary sessions of the All-American Council
shall require a majority vote..

- All resolutions are open to debate and amendments

from the floor. General principles of parliamentary law
will be followed

- Ten speakers with three minutes each. Five in favor and

flve against

- Chair may call upon experts who are not considered

part of the ten speakers

- Chair may allow a five minute round table discussion
- Resolutions may be held over for redrafting
- Simple majority passes resolution. Holy Synod must

bless for the resolution to become valid




Reflection on
Grateful, Optimistic
Openness

Fr. Alexis Trader
Sacred Monastery of St. Demetrios
Mount Athos

St. Louis, Missouri
July 23-27, 2018




Housekeeping

St. Louis, Missouri
July 23-27, 2018




Plenary Session 7
Tomorrow at 9:30 AM

Grand Ballroom




