JANUARY 21





           Venerable Maximus the Confessor/Martyr Neophytus of Nicaea

"Lord I Call..."    Tone 4

Lord, I call upon You, hear me!

Hear me, O Lord!  

Lord, I call upon You, hear me! 
Receive the voice of my prayer,
when I call upon You!//

Hear me, O Lord!
Let my prayer arise

in Your sight as incense,
and let the lifting up of my hands 
be an evening sacrifice!//

Hear me, O Lord! 

v. (6) If You, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand?  But there is forgiveness with You. 

Tone 4
(for St Maximus the Confessor)
 (As one valiant)
O blessed Maximus, you proclaimed to all

the One Who was well-pleased to become man in His compassion,

and Who is comprehended in two wills and energies.

You stopped the gaping mouths of the most evil ones, 

who, through the wantonness of the devil, the fabricator of all 


wickedness,//

wrongly proclaimed Christ as having only one will and one energy. 

v. (5) For Your name's sake I have waited for You, O Lord, my soul has waited for Your word; my soul has hoped on the Lord. 

By the strength of your doctrines, O Father Maximus,

you choked the evil-minded Pyrrhus, who spoke vain and foolish things.

You underwent persecutions and sorrows, O blessed one:

you were badly beaten, and your tongue was cut out;

your divine hand, which you raised to God, was cut off,// 

yet with it you had written the most sublime doctrines, O righteous one.

v. (4) From the morning watch until night, from the morning watch let Israel hope on the Lord. 

Your tongue became as the pen of a ready scribe,

sharpened by the Spirit, O Father Maximus, 

inscribing the writing of divine virtues with grace upon the tablets of our 


hearts,

and conveying the doctrine of the incarnation of Christ,//

Who willed to be made manifest to all mankind in two natures and one 


Person.

v. (3) For with the Lord there is mercy and with Him is plenteous redemption, and He will deliver Israel from all his iniquities.

Tone 8
(for Martyr Neophytus)
 (O most glorious wonder)
O most glorious wonder!

A dove descends from on high 

and speaks in a human voice to Neophýtus the Martyr,

illuminating him with an Angel’s way of life,

and sending the youth to contend most mightily.

Oh, what godly deeds were done by the Martyr!

He excelled in every contest.//

By his prayers, save our souls, O Christ, since You are compassionate!
v. (2) Praise the Lord, all nations!  Praise Him, all peoples!

O most glorious wonder!

From his youth the wise Neophýtus performs miracles

by the strength of the Spirit.

By his prayers water pours out from a rock;

he raises his dead mother back to life.

Oh, what godly deeds were done by the Martyr!

He excelled in every contest.//

By his prayers, save our souls, O Christ, since You are compassionate!
v. (1) For His mercy is abundant towards us; and the truth of the Lord endures for ever. 

O most glorious wonder!

As Neophýtus suffers bravely for Christ,

he amazes his enemies with astonishing miracles.

Thrown into the fire, he quenches it;

he causes savage beasts to cower in fear.

O invincible might by which the athlete was made wondrous!//

By his prayers, O God, save us!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;   
Tone 6   
(for Maximus the Confessor)

The proclamation of your deeds has gone out into all the earth  

O righteous Father Maximus. 

Therefore you have found the reward of your labors in the heavens.

You destroyed the ranks of demons; 

you attained the heights of Angels, whose life you followed blamelessly!

Since you have boldness before Christ our God,// 

pray that peace may be granted to our souls!

now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen.
Tone 6
(Theotokion)
When she beheld her Lamb upon the Tree of the Cross,

the unblemished ewe-lamb and immaculate Lady maternally cried out:

“O my sweetest Child, what is this new and most strange sight that I see?

How has the thankless generation betrayed You to the judgment –seat of 
Pilate

and condemned to death You, Who are the Life of all?//
Yet I hymn Your ineffable condescension, O Word.”

Venerable Maximus the Confessor/Martyr Neophytus of Nicaea
Aposticha


Tone 5
(from the Octoechos) 

Lord, I do not cease from sin;

I do not comprehend Your love for man. 

But overcome my blindness,//                                         

and have mercy on me, O only good One!            !                                                

v: I lift up my eyes to You, enthroned in the heavens! Behold, as the eyes of 

servants look to the hand of their master, as the eyes of a maid to the hand of
her mistress, so our eyes look to the Lord our God, till He have mercy upon 
us. (Ps 122/123:1-2)
Even though I fear You, O Lord,                                     

I do not cease to do evil.                                           

Who at judgment does not fear the Judge?                             

Or who, desiring healing, chases away the Physician as I do?         

Have compassion on my infirmity,//                                   

and have mercy on me, O patient Lord!                                

v: Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy upon us, for we have  had more than enough of contempt. Too long our soul has been sated with the scorn of those who are at ease, the contempt of the proud. (Ps 122/123:3-4)
Tone 5
(to the Martyrs, in the tone of the week)

Putting on the shield of faith                                       

and strengthening themselves with the sign of the Cross,             

Your saints, O Lord, bravely went of their own accord to torture    

and laid low the pride and error of the Devil.                         

By their supplications, O all-powerful God,//                        

send peace to the world and great mercy to our souls!                     

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;

Tone 8   
(for Maximus the Confessor)

We honor you, O Maximus our father,

the instructor of a multitude of monks!

We have indeed learned to walk rightly in your footsteps.

You are blest, for having labored for Christ,

you denounced the power of the enemy.

You were a conversor with the Angels and a companion of the venerable 


and righteous ones.//

Together with them, entreat the Lord that He may grant mercy to our 

souls! 

now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

Tone 8
 (Cross-Theotokion)  
(O most glorious wonder)

When the Theotokos, saw The God and Man Who ineffably shined forth 


from her,

lifted upon the Cross,

she cried out, lamenting:

“What is this sight that my eyes behold, O Master?

You, Who hold all creation and gave life to all,//

are nailed to the Tree and put to death.”

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(at Great Vespers)

Tone 8
Troparion 
 (for Maximus the Confessor)
Champion of Orthodoxy, teacher of purity and of true worship,

enlightener of the universe and the adornment of hierarchs:

all-wise Father Maximus, your teachings have gleamed with light upon all 


things.//

Intercede before Christ God to save our souls!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;

Tone 4
*Troparion
(for Martyr Neophytus)
You shone forth from the mount like lightning,

glorifying Christ through your struggles and death as a martyr.//

Therefore, you have received an unfading crown, Great-martyr

 Neophýtus.,

now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

Tone 4
Dismissal Theotokion

O all-blameless Virgin 

Mother of Christ God,
Your most holy soul was pierced by a sword
when you beheld your Son and God willfully crucified.

Therefore never cease to pray to Him,
O all-blessed one,

that He may grant us remission of our sins!

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 (at the Divine Liturgy)

Tone 1
Troparion 
 (for the day: Cross)

O Lord, save Your people

and bless Your inheritance!

Grant victories to the Orthodox Christians

over their adversaries;

and by virtue of Your Cross,//

preserve Your habitation!

Tone 8
Troparion 
 (for Maximus the Confessor)
Champion of Orthodoxy, teacher of purity and of true worship,

enlightener of the universe and the adornment of hierarchs:

all-wise Father Maximus, your teachings have gleamed with light upon all 


things.//

Intercede before Christ God to save our souls!

Tone 4
*Troparion
(for Martyr Neophytus)
You shone forth from the mount like lightning,

glorifying Christ through your struggles and death as a martyr.//

Therefore, you have received an unfading crown, Great-martyr

 Neophytus.,


Tone 4
Kontakion
(for the day: Cross)

As You were voluntarily raised upon the Cross for our sake,

grant mercy to those who are called by Your Name, O Christ God;

make all Orthodox Christians glad by your power,

granting them victories over their adversaries//

by bestowing on them the invincible trophy, Your weapon of peace!

Tone 6
*Kontakion 
 (for Maximus the Confessor)

The thrice-radiant light took up abode in your soul, O all-blissful father,

and displayed it as an elect vessel, manifest to the ends of the earth.

O blessed Maximus, you explained hard-to-grasp doctrines with brilliance 


and clarity,//
proclaiming the transcendent and unoriginate Trinity to all.

Tone 8 
Kontakion 
With the saints give rest, O Christ,

to the souls of Your servants,

where there is neither sickness nor sorrow, and no more sighing,//

but life everlasting!


Tone 3
Prokeimenon   (for the day)   (Song of the Theotokos)
My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.  

(Lk 1:46-47)

v: For He has regarded the low estate of His handmaiden, for behold, all generations will call me blessed. (Lk 1:48)

Tone 4
Prokeimenon
To the saints who are on His earth, the Lord has revealed the wonders of 


His will.  (Ps 15/16:3)
Epistle





James 4:7-5:9




Hebrews 11:33-40 (Venerable Maximus)

Tone 8


Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Arise, O Lord, and go to Your resting place: You and the Ark of Your 

holiness!  (Ps 131/132:8)  

v. The Lord swore to David a sure oath from which He will not turn 


back.  (Ps 131/132:11)  


Tone 4


v: The righteous cried and the Lord heard them, and delivered them out of all their troubles. (Ps  33/34:18)
Gospel




Mark 11:22-26




Luke 12:8-12 (Venerable Maximus)
Communion Hymns

I will receive the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord.

(Ps 115/116:13)

Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous; praise befits the just! (Ps 32/33:1)

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

  * Another Troparion



Tone 4
Troparion 
 (for Martyr Neophytus)
Your holy martyr Neophýtus, O Lord,

through his suffering has received an incorruptible crown from You, 


our God.

For having Your strength, he laid low his adversaries,

and shattered the powerless boldness of demons.//
Through his intercessions save our souls!

  * Another Kontakion 

Tone 8
Kontakion 
 (for Maximus the Confessor)

Let us the faithful fittingly praise the lover of the Trinity,

the great Maximus who taught the God in-spired faith,

that Christ is to be glorified in His two natures, wills, and energies;//
and let us cry to him: “Rejoice, herald of the faith.”
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