MAY 25



     
Third Finding of the Head of the Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John

"Lord I Call..."    Tone 2

Lord, I call upon You, hear me!

Hear me, O Lord! 

Lord, I call upon You, hear me! 

Receive the voice of my prayer,

when I call upon You!

Hear me, O Lord!

Let my prayer arise

in Your sight as incense,

and let the lifting up of my hands 

be an evening sacrifice!

Hear me, O Lord!

v. (8) Out of the depths I cry to You, O Lord.  Lord, hear my voice! 

Tone 2

(from the Pentecostarion, by Anatolios)

Early in the morning,

the Myrrhbearing Women brought spices to the tomb of the Lord.

They found the stone unexpectedly rolled away,

and they asked among themselves:

“Where are the seals of the tomb?  Where are Pilate's guards?”

The radiant Angel came to the wondering women and proclaimed to them:

“Why do you seek, with tears, the Life Who gives life to the human

 race?

Christ our God has risen from the dead as almighty,//

granting us incorruption, life, enlightenment and great mercy!”

v. (7) Let Your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications!

(Repeat: “Early in the morning …)

v. (6) If You, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand?  But there is forgiveness with You. 

O women disciples,

why do you mingle myrrh with tears?

The stone is gone; the tomb is empty.

Behold, corruption destroyed by life! 

The seals witness that the guards of the godless have watched in vain.

Mortal nature has been saved by the flesh of God.

Hell is wailing.

Go with joy, and proclaim to the Apostles:

“Christ has slain death as the first-born of the dead.//

He awaits you in Galilee!”

v. (5) For Your name's sake I have waited for You, O Lord, my soul has waited for Your word; my soul has hoped on the Lord. 

The Myrrhbearers came early to Your tomb, O Christ,

seeking You to anoint Your most pure Body.

Enlightened by the Angel's words,

they proclaimed joyous tidings to the Apostles:

“The Leader of our salvation has been raised;

He has captured death,// 

v. (4) From the morning watch until night, from the morning watch,  let Israel hope on the Lord! 
Tone 8  (from the Menaion, for John the Baptist) (O most glorious wonder)
O blessed John the Forerunner,

your head shone from the ground with rays brighter than the sun.

It enlightens the faithful.

We have it as a divine treasure

and draw rich grace from it,

sanctifying our souls, our bodies and thoughts.//

As we celebrate, we call you blessed.

v. (3) For with the Lord there is mercy and with Him is plenteous redemption, and He will deliver Israel from all his iniquities.

(Repeat: “O blessed John the Forerunner …)

v. (2) Praise the Lord, all nations!  Praise Him, all peoples!

Your holy head, O blessed Forerunner,

poured out abundant grace.

It was shown without his foreknowledge to the priest who was wise 

in God.

He quickly went with faith and grace 

and openly brought about its manifest appearance,

which sanctified the emperor and the divinely wise people,//

who fervently maintain the Orthodox Faith.

v. (1) For His mercy is abundant towards us; and the truth of the Lord endures for ever. 

We celebrate the third revelation of your precious head,

crowned by the Holy Trinity,

which was severed, O glorious one, because of your godly zeal.

The ranks of Angels, the company of martyrs,

the Apostles of God and all the Prophets

rejoice in its discovery.//

Together with them, ever remember us, O Forerunner of the Lord!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;

Tone 6     (from the Menaion, for John the Baptist)  
Your head is a treasury of godly gifts, O Forerunner.

Guarded safely by God, it came to light from the hollows of the earth.

With faith we gain possession of it, O glorious Baptist of Christ.

As we venerate it, we are enriched through you

with the wonders of miracles,//

and in the forgiveness of transgressions.

now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

Tone 2
 (Theotokion – Dogmatikon)

The shadow of the Law passed when grace came;

as the Bush burned, yet was not consumed, 

so the Virgin gave birth, yet remained a Virgin.

Instead of a pillar of flame, the Righteous Sun has risen.//

Instead of Moses, Christ, the Salvation of our souls.

Old Testament Readings 





Composite 8  (Forerunner)





Composite 9  (Forerunner)




Composite 3  (Forerunner)
 Third Finding of the Head of the Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John

Aposticha

Tone 2

(for the Resurrection)

Your Resurrection, O Christ our Savior,

has enlightened the whole universe,

calling back Your creation.//

Glory to You, O almighty Lord!
v: The Lord is King; He is robed in majesty! 

O Savior, by the Tree You destroyed the curse of the Tree.

By Your burial You mortified the majesty of death.

You have enlightened our race by Your Resurrection.//

O Giver of life, Christ our God, glory to You!
 v: For He has established the world, so that it shall never be moved.

O Christ, when You were seen nailed to the Cross, 

You restored the beauty of Your creatures.

The soldiers showed their inhumanity when they pierced Your side with a 
spear. 

The Hebrews not knowing Your power asked that Your tomb might be 
sealed, 

but through the mercy of Your compassion,

You accepted the tomb and rose on the third day!//

O Lord, glory to You!

v: Holiness befits Your house, O Lord, forevermore! 

O Christ, the Giver of life,

for the sake of the dead You voluntarily endured death,

descending into hell as the Mighty One

to save those who awaited Your coming,

granting them the life of paradise instead of hell.

Grant also to us who glorify Your Resurrection on the third day//

cleansing of our sins and great mercy!
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;

Tone 2
(from the Menaion, for John the Baptist)

O all-praiseworthy John,
your head, the all-revered vessel of divine thoughts,

which clearly gazed on the mystery of the Essence beyond words,

today has come to light from the recesses of the earth, as from


a mother’s womb.

It makes the whole world fragrant,

pouring forth a myrrh of sanctification,

preaching the way of repentance,//

and interceding with the Savior of all in behalf of our souls.

now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen.

Tone 5
(from the Pentecostarion)
Joseph, together with Nicodemus, 

took You down from the Tree,

Who clothe Yourself with light as with a garment.

He gazed on Your body – dead, naked, and unburied,

and, in grief and tender compassion, he lamented:
“Woe is me, my sweetest Jesus!

A short while ago, the sun beheld You hanging on the Cross,

and it hid itself in darkness.

The earth quaked in fear at the sight.

The veil of the Temple was torn in two.

Lo, now I see You willingly submit to death for our sake.

How shall I bury You, O my God?

How can I wrap You in a shroud?

How can I touch Your most pure body with my hands?

What songs can I sing for Your exodus, O compassionate One?

I magnify Your Passion.

I glorify Your burial,

and Your holy Resurrection,

crying, ‘O Lord, glory to You!’”
Third Finding of the Head of the Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John

(at Great Vespers)

Tone 2
Troparion 
 (Resurrection)

When You descended to death, O Life Immortal,

You destroyed hell with the splendor of Your Godhead.

And when from the depths You raised the dead,

all the powers of heaven cried out://

“O Giver of life, Christ our God, glory to You!” 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;

Tone 4
Troparion 
 (St John the Baptist)
Your head was revealed to us by Christ

as a divine treasure in the earth, O Prophet and Forerunner.

We gather in honor of this discovery

with inspired hymns of praise to the Savior,//

Who saves us from corruption through your prayers.
now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen.

 Tone 2
Troparion 
 (from the Pentecostarion)

The Angel came to the Myrrhbearing Women at the tomb and said:

“Myrrh is fitting for the dead; 

but Christ has shown Himself a stranger to corruption!

So proclaim: ‘The Lord is risen,//

granting the world great mercy.’”

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

( at the Divine Liturgy)

Tone 2
Troparion 
 (Resurrection)

When You descended to death, O Life Immortal,

You destroyed hell with the splendor of Your Godhead.

And when from the depths You raised the dead,

all the powers of heaven cried out://

“O Giver of life, Christ our God, glory to You!” 

Tone 2
Troparion 
 (from the Pentecostarion)

The noble Joseph,

when he had taken down Your most pure Body from the Tree,

wrapped it in fine linen and anointed it with spices,

and placed it in a new tomb.

But You rose on the third day, O Lord,//

granting the world great mercy.

Tone 4
Troparion 
 (St John the Baptist)
Your head was revealed to us by Christ

as a divine treasure in the earth, O Prophet and Forerunner.

We gather in honor of this discovery

with inspired hymns of praise to the Savior,//

Who saves us from corruption through your prayers.
Tone 2
Troparion 
 (from the Pentecostarion)

The Angel came to the Myrrhbearing Women at the tomb and said:

“Myrrh is fitting for the dead; 

but Christ has shown Himself a stranger to corruption!

So proclaim: ‘The Lord is risen,//

granting the world great mercy.’”

Tone 6
Kontakion 
 (St John the Baptist)
The shining pillar on earth, the Forerunner,

lamp of the Spiritual Sun, has revealed his radiant, holy head


to the ends of the earth.

He sanctifies those who venerate it and who faithfully cry://

“Wise Baptist of Christ, save us all!”

Tone 2 
Kontakion
(from the Pentecostarion)

You commanded the Myrrhbearers to rejoice, O Christ God.

By Your Resurrection, You stopped the lamentation of Eve, the first

mother.

You commanded them to preach to Your Apostles://

“The Savior is risen from the tomb!”
She inherited the Kingdom on high, and is ever glorified!

Tone 6
Prokeimenon
(Resurrection)

O Lord, save Your people and bless Your inheritance! (Ps 27/28:9))

v: To You, O Lord, will I call.  O my God, be not silent to me!  (Ps 27/28:1)
Tone 7
Prokeimenon
The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord, and shall hope in Him. (Ps 63/64:11)
Epistle






Acts 9:20-31





2 Corinthians 4:6-15 (Forerunner)


Tone 8


Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

v: O Lord, You have been gracious to Your land; You have turned back the captivity of Jacob.  (Ps 84/85:1)
v: Mercy and truth have met, righteousness and peace have kissed each other.  (Ps 84/85:10)

v: Light dawns for the righteous, and joy for the upright in heart.


(Ps 96/97:11)

Gospel





John 15:17-16:2





Matthew 11:2-15 (Forerunner)

(Instead of “It is truly meet …,” we sing:)

The Angel cried to the Lady, full of grace:

“Rejoice, O pure Virgin!  Again, I say: ‘Rejoice,

your Son is risen from His three days in the tomb!

With Himself He has raised all the dead.’”

Rejoice, O ye people!

Shine, shine, O New Jerusalem!

The glory of the Lord has shone on you!

Exult now, and be glad, O Zion!

Be radiant, O pure Theotokos,

in the Resurrection of your Son!

Communion Hymns

Receive the Body of Christ; taste the fountain of immortality!
The righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance.  He shall not fear evil 

tidings.  (Ps 111/112:6b-7a)

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
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