JANUARY 4: Forefeast of the Theophany

                         Synaxis of the Seventy Apostles/Venerable Theoctistus
"Lord I Call..."    Tone 4

Lord, I call upon You, hear me!

Hear me, O Lord!  

Lord, I call upon You, hear me! 
Receive the voice of my prayer,
when I call upon You!//

Hear me, O Lord!
Let my prayer arise

in Your sight as incense,
and let the lifting up of my hands 
be an evening sacrifice!//

Hear me, O Lord! 

v. (6) If You, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand?  But there is forgiveness with You. 

Tone 4
(for the Apostles)
(You have given us a sign) 

Come, O faithful,

let us praise the Apostles with sacred songs:

Cleópas, Andronícus, Áhab, Silvánus,

Ananías, Phíllip, Próchorus, Nícanor.

Rúfus, Sósthenes, Línus, Stáchius,

Stéphen and Tímon, Hérmes, Philegóntus, Mark and Luke,

Sosípater, Jáson, and Philémon,//

Tíchicus and Gáius! 

v. (5) For Your name's sake I have waited for You, O Lord, my soul has waited for Your word; my soul has hoped on the Lord. 

It is fitting to honor the Apostles:

Narcíssus, Tróphemus, Caésar, Zebínus, Aristárchus,

Mark, Sílas, Gáius, Hérmes, Asíncritus,

Apóllos, Céphas, Clément and Jústis,

Mathías, Erástus, Luke, Onesíphorus,

Cárpus and Eódus, Quártus and James,//

Úrban, Aristobúlus, Tíchicus and Aristárchus.

v. (4) From the morning watch until night, from the morning watch  let Israel hope on the Lord. 
Let us honor the wonderful preachers of God:

Púdens, Heródion, and Ártemus,

Philológus, Olýmpus and Ródion,

Apéles, Ámplius, Pátrobus, and Mark,

Tértius, and Tháddeus,

the wonderful Epenétus,

Acháicus, Aqŭila, Lúcius, Bárnabas, Fortunátus,//

and the glorious Apóllos and Críspus!

v. (3) For with the Lord there is mercy and with Him is plenteous redemption, and He will deliver Israel from all his iniquities.

Tone 2
(for Venerable Theoctistus
(When from the Tree) 

Wounded in your soul with divine love, O blessed Theoctistus,

You gladly took up your cross and followed after Christ.

Having mortified the wisdom of the flesh through abstinence,

you received the living power of the Spirit

that enabled you to dispel the winter of sickness

with a warmth of truly acceptable prayers.//
Therefore we all bless you.

v. (2) Praise the Lord, all nations!  Praise Him, all peoples!

When you purified the eye of the soul through earnest prayers and 
unceasing fasting,

you, O Father, became a temple of the Triple-Sunned Godhead,

receiving the holy and divine anointing of the priesthood.

Entering the inaccessible 
you offered up in sacrifice Him, Who was slain for your sake//
in His inexpressible condescension. 

v. (1) For His mercy is abundant towards us; and the truth of the Lord endures for ever. 

Since you were most forbearing and meek, O Father Theoctistus,

you have truly inherited the land of the meek,

and since you have been deified through communion in God.

you now delight in true joy and gladness.//

Do not cease to remember  us who honor and celebrate your godly repose!
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,   

now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen.

Tone 3

The feast, which passed, was radiant,

but the one to come is even more glorious.

There the Magi worshipped the Savior;

here the servant baptizes the Master.

There the shepherds saw the Child and were amazed;//

here the voice of the Father proclaims the only-begotten Son!

Forefeast of the Theophany/ Synaxis of the Seventy Apostles

Aposticha


Tone 8


(Your martyrs, O Lord)

John said to the Creator, Who came to be baptized:

“I am grass and ashes, and You are the unapproachable fire.

Before You the hosts of heaven tremble.

Then why do You bow Your holy head before me, O my Christ?//

Great is Your life-giving condescension!”


v: Therefore I remember You, from the land of Jordan and of Hermon. (Ps. 41:7/42:6)

Here is our Light, our Redemption, our Salvation,

coming to the Jordan to reveal Himself.

By clothing Himself in the waters, 

He clothes Himself with the nakedness of all//

and lays bare the counsel of the demons.

 
v: The waters saw You, O God; the waters saw You and were afraid.

 (Ps. 76:17/77:16) 
This is indeed the Unbearable Fire, Who comes to the Jordan

to cleanse me from the destruction of my evil transgressions.

Let me partake of the earthly rain

and in the midst of the waters wash the filth of my many sins,//

for You are bountiful and grant many mercies!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,

now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

Tone 6
 (Preparation for the Theophany)

Christ, the Truth, comes to the Jordan,

to be baptized by John, who says to Him:

“It is I who need to be baptized by You;

why do You come to me?

I am only grass!  I dare not touch the Fire!

Sanctify me, O Master,//

by Your divine Theophany!”’

Forefeast of the Theophany/Holy Prophet Malachi/Martyr Gordius
(at Daily Vespers)

Tone 3
Troparion 
 (for the Apostles)
Holy Apostles of the Seventy

entreat the merciful God

to grant our souls forgiveness of transgressions!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,

now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

Tone 4    Troparion of the Forefeast
Prepare, O Zebulon;

and adorn yourself, O Naphtali!

River Jordan, cease flowing

and receive with joy the Master coming to be baptized!

Adam, rejoice with our First Mother

and do not hide yourself as you did of old in Paradise;

for having seen you naked,

He has appeared to clothe you with the first garment.//

Christ has appeared to renew all creation.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(at the Divine Liturgy)

Tone 4    Troparion of the Forefeast
Prepare, O Zebulon;

and adorn yourself, O Naphtali!

River Jordan, cease flowing

and receive with joy the Master coming to be baptized!

Adam, rejoice with our First Mother

and do not hide yourself as you did of old in Paradise;

for having seen you naked,

He has appeared to clothe you with the first garment.//

Christ has appeared to renew all creation.

Tone 3
Troparion 
 (for the Apostles)
Holy Apostles of the Seventy

entreat the merciful God

to grant our souls forgiveness of transgressions!

Tone 2
Kontakion
(for the Apostles)
O faithful, let us praise with hymns

the choir of the Seventy Disciples of Christ!

They have taught us all to worship the undivided Trinity,//

for they are divine lamps of the faith.

Tone 4
Kontakion   (of the Forefeast)

Today the Lord enters the Jordan and cries out to John:

“Do not be afraid to baptize me!//

For I have come to save Adam, the first-formed man.”

Tone 8
Prokeimenon
Their proclamation has gone out into all the earth, and their words to the 

ends of the universe!  (Ps 18/19:4)
v: The heavens are telling the glory of God, and the firmament proclaims His handiwork.  (Ps 18/19:1)
Epistle



Romans 8:2-13  (Apostles)
Tone 1


Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

v. The heavens will praise Your wonders, O Lord; and Your truth in the congregation of the saints. (Ps 88/89:5)  

v. God is glorified in the council of the saints; great and awesome toward all who are around Him. (Ps 88/89:7)
Gospel



Luke 10:1-15 (Apostles)
Communion Hymn
Their proclamation has gone out into all the earth, and their words to the 

ends of the universe!  (Ps 63/64:10)
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
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